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exclusively about style. Now they talk about urban
oioblems and other issues. Times have moved on.’
There are still major obstacles to high-quality
aichitecture. The Russian construction industry is
many decades behind the West and, Mladkovskaya
sxplains, architects” relationship with the authorities
shindered by uncertainty over issues such as land
ownership and town planning laws (Next month the
Union of Moscow Architects will address these issues
it its conference). It is also true that good
achitectureis relatively localised: Moscow and a few
other centres, such as Nizhny Novgorod (as Gorky is
now known), are home to interesting practices.
There are few examples outside these cities. Even in
5t Petersburg, Russia’s second city, most of the
Wilding work is renovation.

Designs for private
houses in Kazakhstan
(above) and Moscow
(left) by Architectural
Burearu of Timur
Bashkayev (established
in 1988).

When architects suddenly

ot the possibility to build
ieely, it opened up a whole
new box of tricks

Bart Goldhoorn

Despite these limitations, critics increasingly
wlieve that Russian architecture could hold its own
aainst the rest of the world. McAdam says some of
he younger firms, such as Moscow'’s Meganom, are
5t 3s talented as their Western counterparts. Were
ere not so much work within Russia, he says they
would be making their names further afield.

McAdam likens the opportunities in Russia today
othose in Berlin after the Wall came down: years of
eglect means much of the country’s building stock
eeds replacing and, as it opens up to the West and
festern capital, commercial developments are
woming. The biggest change is residential work is
e development of suburbs. Until recently, Russian
dies were tight-knit places with clearly delineated
wundaries. Now the proliferation of kottedshi
(ottages or private homes) on their outskirts is
farting to break down this clear division - although Above: Meganom,
helack of an affordable mortgage system means  founded in 1999, is one
sh homes are beyond the reach of the majority. of James McAdam’s tips

Another unexpected outcome is that Western for the top. Here is its
athitects are starting to get invitations to work in paper project for a
ussia. ‘Russian clients are looking to foreign  private residence. Y ;e &
ahitects because the locals are busy and because o e 2w en ey
hey can't yet always find the quality they want,’ 7
ldhoorn says. Renzo Piano is understood to have
ven to Moscow, with a view to designing a
kvelopment for @ major German client. And several
uich practices are in talks with Russian clients.

stas Russia is opening up to the world, so it
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gems that the country’s architecture is finally Right: Sergey Kisselev & ottt | L 5
poming part of the global scene. wiz Partners’ residential
ime for Change is at the RIBA, London W(1, from block in Moscow.
iMarchto 6 April. The exhibition is organised by The partnership was
ipo-Park and Project Imagination. formed in 1988.
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